




Part 1. Course description 

1.1. General information 

Full course title: Political discourse in the global world 

Type of course: Elective 

Level of education: Master Degree program 

Year of study: 1st 

Number of ECTS credits allocated: 2 

Lecturers:  

Yan Art Scholte, PhD, Professor 

1.2. Course aims and expected outcomes 

The purpose of the discipline «Governing a Global World» is to provide students 

with practical knowledge about the specifics and peculiarities of management of 

modern global processes, including the solution of the most important global problems 

of modern society (climate change, financial markets, the Internet, migration, peace 

support). 

According to the purpose, the main objectives of the discipline are:  

• identify the global dimensions of contemporary societal challenges 

• map the governance of global issues, in terms of institutions and deeper structures 

• reflect on various policy frameworks that are available for governing global affairs 

• evaluate the legitimacy (both normative and sociological) of global governance 

  



Learning outcomes: 

At the end of the course, a student is expected to: 

Code and name of the 

graduate universal competence 

Code and name of the universal competence 

achievement indicator 

UC-1. Able to carry out critical 

analysis of problem situations 

on the basis of a systematic 

approach, develop a strategy for 

action 

UCI-1.1. Analyzes, verifies, evaluates the 

completeness and sufficiency of information in 

the course of professional activity, if necessary, 

replenishes and synthesizes the missing 

information. 

UCI-1.2. Competently, logically, reasonably 

forms his own judgments and assessment of 

information; distinguishes facts from opinions, 

interpretations, estimates.  

UCI-1.3. Develops a strategy for action based on 

critical analysis and a systematic approach. 

UCI-1.4. Takes an informed decision, defines and 

evaluates the practical consequences of possible 

solutions to the problem. 

UCI-1.5. Able to systematize the results of 

collective intellectual activity. 

UC-5 Able to analyze and take 

into account the diversity of 

cultures in the process of 

intercultural interaction 

UCI-5.1. Demonstrates ability to adapt to working 

conditions as part of multi-ethnic and multi-faith 

groups. 

UCI-5.2. Constructively interacts with people, 

taking into account their sociocultural 

characteristics, in order to successfully complete 

the tasks and strengthen social integration. 



UCI-5.3. Organizes and manages multilateral 

communication. 

PC-2. Able to analyze the 

decision-making process in 

terms of political risk 

assessment  

PCI 2.1 Knows the methods of analyzing the 

decision-making process.  

PCI 2.2 Able to apply various methods to analyze 

political risks. 

PCI 2.3 Possesses analytical skills for political 

forecasting. 

1.3. Course requirements and grading plan 

Students are supposed to attend all seminars and lectures and be fully prepared 

for class discussions. Moreover, students are expected to read suggested materials that 

may assure their ability to make necessary and useful contribution to in-class 

discussions.  

Grading plan: 

30% - participation in class discussion;  

20% - in-class test (the exact date of the test is decided by lecturer, students are 

informed about the date in advance); 

20% - in-class individual presentation (presentation should include an 

independent research conducted by a student; presentation take no more than 15 

minutes);  

30% - Analysis Paper  

The lecturer reserves the right to reward exceptional effort in class with extra 

credit. 

 

 



2. Course content 

2.1. Forms of work  

Forms of work Academic hours Credits 

Total 84 2 

Total for lectures, seminars 16  

Lectures 6  

Seminars 10  

Homework 

(self-preparation, presentation-
related research) 

68  

Course assessment Final oral discussion  

  



2.2. Discipline contents 

Units and topics Academic hours 

Lectures Seminars Homework Per 
unit/topic 

1. A Global World 
2 - 4 6 

2. Challenges of a Global 
World 2 - 4 6 

3. Global Actors 
2 - 10 12 

4. Global Governance: 
Institutional 
Polycentrism 

- 2 10 12 

5. Global Governance: 
World-Order Structures - 2 10 12 

6. Global Governance: 
Policy Frameworks - 2 10 12 

7. Global Governance: 
Legitimacy - 2 10 12 

8. New Rules for Global 
Justice? - 2 10 12 

Total 6 10 68 84 

  



2.3. Course in briefs  

 Topic 1. A Global World. 

Сontent of the topic: The first lecture examines what is entailed by 'globality' 

and 'globalization'. Different conceptions are considered, with primary attention going 

to a notion that the global involves transplanetary social connectivity. The growth of 

global relations of this kind is traced historically from antiquity until, especially, the 

past century. Some general explanations of contemporary globalization are considered. 

A number of specifications and qualifications to this conception of globality and 

globalization are elaborated. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects of 

the topic. 

 Topic 2. Challenges of a Global World. 

Content of the topic: The second lecture reviews a range of problems that 

confront today's global world. The challenges are grouped under the nine headings of 

economic well-being, cultural creativity, ecological integrity, peace, distributive 

justice, individual liberty, democracy, moral propriety, and solidarity. What are the 

core issues and values - as well as trade-offs between them - that have to be faced when 

governing a global world? 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects of 

the topic. 

Topic 3. Global Actors. 

Content of the topic: The third lecture identifies the various players that are 

involved in governing a global world. The state (national-territorial government) 

figures importantly, though with important changes relative to the more unitary 

centralised sovereign actors of an earlier time. In addition, global politics involves a 

range of nonstate actors in business, civil society, media, research, technical, and other 

sectors. In this way 'governance' of a global world involves much more than 

'government'. 



Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects of 

the topic. 

Topic 4. Global Governance: Institutional Polycentrism. 

Content of the topic: The fourth lecture looks beyond actors to the networks that 

interconnect them. It is suggested that global issues are governed through complex 

regimes with attributes including transscalarity, transsectorality, diffuseness, fluidity, 

overlapping mandates, ambiguous hierarchies, and the absence of a final arbiter. This 

networked governance, or 'polycentrism', presents a number of opportunities as well as 

challenges for effective and fair policies. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects of 

the topic. 

Topic 5. Global Governance: World-Order Structures. 

Сontent of the topic: The fifth lecture notes that a global world is governed not 

only through explicit rules and visible institutions, but also through implicit norms and 

underlying ordering principles. Different theories of world politics have different ideas 

about the nature of this 'metagovernance', including capitalist production, 

anthropocentric ecology, rationalist knowledge, nationalist identity, and gender 

hierarchy. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects of 

the topic. 

Topic 6. Global Governance: Policy Frameworks 

Сontent of the topic: The sixth lecture lays out a number of different political 

programmes that are available to address global challenges. These ideologies include 

liberal cosmopolitanism, anti-globalist communitarianism, and a variety of 

transformational visions. Each of these approaches offers certain propositions, 

possibilities, and problems. In the end the adoption of one or the other policy 

framework is a normative and political choice. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects of 

the topic. 

 



Topic 7. Global Governance: Legitimacy 

Сontent of the topic: The seventh lecture explores whether, on what grounds, 

through what processes, and with what consequences people accord legitimacy to 

global governance arrangements. Legitimacy prevails when people believe that a 

regime exercises its authority appropriately. Much social research has studied how 

legitimacy operates in relation to modern nation-states, but how, if at all, does 

legitimacy work in relation to global governance? 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects of 

the topic. 

Topic 8. New Rules for Global Justice? 

Content of the topic: The eighth and final lecture looks to the future of governing 

a global world. Current global regimes are often accused of being undemocratic and 

unfair, silencing most of humanity and generating huge inequalities. How might 

different rules for everything from arms control and climate change to migration and 

financial markets make a more just world? What are the prospects today of actually 

getting such new rules implemented? 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

3. Methodical provisions 

3.1. Essay topics. 

Students choose topics for essays by their own and with advice and consent of 

lecturer.  

1. What is the relationship between the concepts ‘global’, ‘international’ and 

‘world’? 

2. What is the main driver of contemporary globalization? 

3. What consequences does contemporary globalization bring for inequality 

in society? 



4. Discuss the argument that global ecological changes require a full-scale 

transformation of society. 

5. How does contemporary globalization affect the state? 

6. Assess the argument that globalization sees a general shift of power in 

society from the state to business. 

7. Is the absence of a sovereign – a supreme final authority – in polycentric 

governance a good or a bad thing? 

8. How can one best improve accountability in polycentric governance of 

global issues? 

9. What is the most important deeper structure of contemporary world order? 

10. How do gender relations shape global governance? 

11. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of a liberal-cosmopolitan vision of 

global order. 

12. What explains anti-globalist reactions against global and regional 

governance? 

13. What are the most important sources of legitimacy for global governance? 

14. What main circumstances today encourage or discourage a major 

reconstruction of global governance? 

15. What would a democratic global governance look like? 

16.  Global problems of the present. 

17.  The problem of global climate change. 

18.  The problem of environmental protection in the modern world. 

19.  The problems of war and peace in the global world. 

20. Demographic problem of mankind. 

21. Food problem. 

22. The energy problem. 

23. The problem of using the oceans. 

3.2. Questions for final oral discussion. 

1. When did ‘globalization’ start? 



2. Explain the notion of ‘transscalarity’. 

3. How does globality affect cultural diversity? 

4. Assess the usefulness or otherwise of a global Gini co-efficient. 

5. Does global interdependence bring peace? 

6. What is the role of ‘government’ within ‘governance’ of global problems? 

7. What is the significance of transgovernmental networks around global 

issues? 

8. What does it mean to speak of ‘global civil society’? 

9. What is the single greatest challenge for polycentrism as a mode of 

governing global affairs? 

10. How does the fact of overlapping mandates in polycentrism affect global 

governance? 

11. Does the rise of ‘multistakeholder’ initiatives benefit or undermine global 

governance? 

12. In what ways, if any, is the rise of ‘BRICS’ (Brazil, Russia, India, China, 

South Africa) affecting geopolitical structures of global politics? 

13. What is the relationship between capitalism and global governance? 

14. Assess the view that global relations should be ruled by market forces. 

15. Describe and evaluate a transformational vision of global politics. 

16. How far is democracy necessary to obtain legitimacy for global 

governance? 

17. By what kinds of actions can a global governance institution increase its 

legitimacy? 

18. What are the consequences for global governance of a shortfall of 

legitimacy? 

19. How far are inequalities in today’s world a result of the rules of global 

governance? 

20. What single change in today’s global governance would make the greatest 

contribution to global justice? 

21. Global problems of the present. 



22. The problem of global climate change. 

23. The problem of environmental protection in the modern world. 

24. The problems of war and peace in the global world. 

25. Demographic problem of mankind. 

3.3. Assessment of different types of works 

Type of work Grading system Criteria 

Final oral 
discussion on the 
given list of topics 
(“zachyot”) 

 

A (90-100%)  Thought-provoking and informed 
answers to the questions in the ticket 
and two additional questions. 

 

 B (82-89%) Student gives correct answers to 
questions in the ticket and two 
additional questions. 

 C (75-81%) The correct answers to the questions in 
the ticket and to two additional 
questions are given, provided there are 
inaccuracies and occasional gaps in 
knowledge. 

 D (67-74%) The right answers for ticket questions 
are combined with inaccurate answers 
to additional questions. 

 E (60-66%) The correct answer to one of the ticket 
questions and one additional question. 

 F (less than 60%) Incorrect answers to ticket questions 
and additional questions. 
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5. Material and technical support 

Technical equipment is necessary for this course. Computer, projector, 

Microsoft PowerPoint software are needed for both lectures and seminars. Students 

may need access to Internet.  


